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hardt, a child of misfortune, whom fate led to the desert edge and whose literary 
genius revealed the enchantment of the African desert as no other pen has ever 
done. 

The Gateway to the Sahara. Adventures and Observations in 
Tripoli. By Charles W. Furlong. Enlarged edit, xxx and 363 pp. Maps, 
ills., index. Charles Scribner's Sons, New York, 1914. $2.50. 8% x 6. 
The book begins with a brief sketch of Tripolitania from the earliest times 
to the present. Next comes a description of modern Tripoli and of the customs 
and industries of the people; a view of the inhabitants of the oases and table- 
lands of Tripolitania; an account of the Greek sponge divers off the Tripoli 
coast; a description of the esparto industry, esparto being a grass from which 
paper is made; the story of the burning of the U. S. Frigate Philadelphia in 
1804, and of the author's discovery in 1904 of the wreck of this vessel below 
the waters of Tripoli harbor; a narration of some of the author's adventures 
during a trip with Arabs over 200 miles of the Sahara, including a night 's ride 
with Arab bandits; and a description of the camel and of the caravans of the 
Sahara, of the routes they traverse and of the desert itself. A concise history 
of the Turko-Italian War, its causes and results, is given. The author ventures 
some interesting predictions concerning the future of the country. 

Wilbur Greeley Burroughs. 

From the Congo to the Niger and the Nile. An Account of the Ger- 
man Central African Expedition of 1910-1911. By Adolf Friedrich, Duke 
of Mecklenburg. Vol. 1 : xvi and 241 pp. "Vol. 2 : xi and 285 pp. Maps, 
ills., index. The John Winston Co., Philadelphia, 1914. $9. 9% x 6%. 
This English translation of the record of the Duke of Mecklenburg 's second 
great expedition in tropical Africa is most heartily to be welcomed. To make 
scientific studies in large regions the expert staff was assigned in small detach- 
ments to various districts of tropical west and central Africa. Captain von Wiese 
und Kaiserswaldau passed through the region from the Mobangi River to Lake 
Chad and, in the three chapters in which he records this journey, adds new infor- 
mation to that reported by earlier French explorers. The Duke of Mecklenburg 
deals in three chapters with Lake Chad, Bagirmi and the journey to Garui via 
Lai. He found the Chad islanders by no means dangerous savages, as they have 
been described, and says many islands have never been visited by a European and 
that all the available maps are very unsatisfactory. Ernest M. Heims describes 
his journey from Lake Chad to the Niger, on which he was accompanied by several 
other members of the party. Captain von Wiese und Kaiserswaldau also con- 
tributes Chapters 10-13 on the sultanates of Bangassu and Rafai, Semio's country 
and the Bahr el Ghazal. The most important chapters on the whole are in the 
second volume: Dr. H. Schubotz's account of his journey from Fort Archam- 
bault to the Nile (Chapters 14-18), passing through the country of the Mang- 
bettu cannibals, made famous by Schweinfurth and Junker; and the German 
Congo and South Kamerun (Chapters 19-26) described by Dr. Arnold Schultze, 
much of this region being practically a virgin field for explorers. For many 
other important details of this very valuable work the reader is referred to the 
review of the German edition (Bull, Vol. 46, 1914, No. 2, pp. 140-141). 

Quer durch Uganda. Eine Forschungsreise in Zentralafrika 1911/12. Von 
Rudolf Kmunke. xii and 186 pp. Maps, ills. D. Eeimer (E. Vohsen), 
Berlin, 1913. 

This book describes the exploration of a hitherto unknown part of north- 
eastern Uganda between Mt. Elgon and Gondokoro on the Nile, to which point 
the river steamers from Khartum ascend. Mr. Kmunke 's purpose was to bring 
to light one of the still unknown areas. From Nairobi he had intended to go 
north as far as Lake Rudolf, adding to the work of Teleki and others. He found, 
however, that development work was in progress along the proposed route and 
that the government of British East Africa is sending monthly mails from 
Nairobi to Lake Rudolf. He therefore went on to Entebbe, the port of Uganda 
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on Victoria Nyanza, and thence made a detour to the northeast, north and north- 
west, finally reaching Gondokoro and a steamer for Khartum. His explorations 
were well made and well worth while. His book contains a detailed map of his 
ascent of Mt. Elgon and of the vast expanse of its crater. For most of the way 
to the northwest of Elgon he broke new ground through the East African steppe 
and grasslands. He is the first to give an account of the Natua, Tobur and 
Kamjuru tribes. He brought home considerable collections illustrating flora, 
fauna and native handiwork. He had a good scientific and photographic outfit 
with the result that his surveys will add important detail to our maps. It was 
his own private enterprise, though costing much money; and Mr. Kmunke is to 
be congratulated on the gap he has helped to fill in Central Africa and the hand- 
somely illustrated and interesting book he has produced. 

Laite's Commercial Blue Book for South Africa. 1914. A Practical 
and Comprehensive Book of Eeference on South African Trade. Compiled 
and edited by W. J. Laite. 591 pp. Map, index. South African Pub- 
Ushers, Ltd., Cape Town, 1915. 3s. 6d. 8% x 5%. 

This book will be useful to all who are closely concerned with the industrial 
and commercial activities of the Union of South Africa. It gives concisely a 
great variety of economic information. It is the fullest compendium published 
of the facts and figures relating to the trade of the Union. Many of the articles 
are of much interest also to geographers and the public generally, such as the 
papers on afforestation, land settlement, meteorology and climate, game lands, 
the present status of irrigation, cost of living, wages, manufactures, etc. It con- 
tains a good map, on a large scale, showing railroads and the distribution of 
minerals, live stock and farm products. It is expected to issue the book annually. 



ASIA 

Travel and Politics in Armenia. By Noel and Harold Buxton. With a 
•contribution on Armenian history and culture by A. Earn, xiv and 274 pp. 
Map, ills. The Macmillan Co., New Tork, 1914. $1.50. 7% x 5. 

The gradual shifting of Near Eastern problems to Asia Minor makes this 
book timely. A remarkably accurate impression of the Armenian upland may 
be derived from these descriptions. The insertion of travel and historical sketches 
•under the same cover affords insight into existing conditions and their former 
setting. 

~With the Russian Pilgrims to Jerusalem. By Stephen Graham, x and 
306 pp. Map, ills. The Macmillan Co., New Tork, 1913. $2.75. 9x6. 

"The journey of the Russian peasants to Jerusalem," writes Mr. Graham, 
"has never been described before in any language, not even in Russian. Yet it 
is the most significant thing in the Russian life of to-day. In the story lies a 
great national epic. 

' ' All the year round, in twenties and fifties, the pilgrims trickle to Jerusalem, 
and every year at Christmas and in Lent they come in great numbers. It is en- 
tirely a matter of the peasants; there are no clean middle or upper class people 
there at all. Fortunately, the dirt, the hardship, and the strict Lenten fare are 
an insuperable obstacle for the sightseers and the merely curious. 

"But why does the peasant make the pilgrimage? ... I asked many pilgrims 
the question and some could not answer, some would not. They knew not why 
they came, some force deep in them urged them — a force much deeper than their 
power of articulation." 

Thus, in order to see and understand the pilgrimage, one must become a 
pilgrim. Mr. Graham became a pilgrim. With the Russian peasant pilgrims he 
journeyed in disguise, to all appearances one of themselves. He experienced all 
their hardships and joys. He was one of them, one among 7,000 pilgrims at 
Jerusalem. 

Mr. Graham tells of his pilgrimage, of the people whom he met, of the reli- 



